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1. Jrior to Auzust 1950 the srowar Ariillery Barracks in the southorn
sector of sioclsko~liala (Q 59/% 38) sero ocendied by a  olish
wtorised ariillery regiment., Soldiers knom to source roferred to
it as the 17th .riy ezt and stoted {hzt the roesineat had boon
iransferred fron QJ;)L,]_n (P 51/J 17) to .i:lsko~tdala in 1547.
They alsowid that the rezimental cormander wac of Tussian descent
and beloaged to the rolish -rmy only sinee 17247 or 1248, (1)

2. "mits of from 129 lo 150 trooas were secn leavin: for ficld excer-
eises, &Z.ch of three motion nicture sorformances piven one day
#28 attended by 250 to 32) nmen.

3. .mong the acqguaiatances of cource were coldiors from Kralow
(Q 51/2 2L), Danziz (Q SS/¥ L2) snd .zesuzow (2 S1/V Th). From then
he learned that some nersomnel of the 1027 claw, the eatire 1220
elass, anl somo »ersomael of the l‘)"? clacz wrer: in service writh the
arggy in the swmer of 1) Ve The 1725 qud “l”’( classes trer: discharsed,
Len born after 17929 could volunteor for active sorvice. Induetions
werce cffectod in the asrine and in the J2ll. Coldiors said that the
torm of service with the motorized ariillery was 27 nonths. (2)

li. From conversations cource gained the irmression that the goldiocrs were
not enthusiastic about thicir military service. vhey couplained that
the Sovioets wmere more and nore iafiltrating the “olish olficer cormcl
Sone soldiers said that, in cise of rar a~ainst the weot, they ouht
to "take to the woods',

C. About 15 cuns of 133 to 120 w1 ealiber werc obs.rved at the irtillery
narracks, the muns had two dicumatic tires, no mu.gle trake and a
vortical shield. Their srine novers werc trucks of American nake. (3)
vmall aras obsurved included submachine runs, rifles with fixed
bayoncts and carldines, *he sulmichine uns werc of woviet oriin and
had woodsn stocks and Tl=round drum majazines., The unit wray Jre=
Jdominantly equisped with submachine juas.
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The soldiers wore field caps or round, brownishe-groen service
caps with a red ribbon, a lLlack vizor and the Tolishe-sagle omblem
in front; brownish=pgreen coats with rcd-bordered enaulzts of the
sanme color and red traid at the tips of the collar natches; a

X ather belt with a luckle; trousers intonded to e tucked into
laced boots, or bLreechos with wrapped legzingss and overcoats or,
sonetbines, quilted cotton wniforms in winter.

Training wac chiefly conducted in the billeting arca. No guns were
observed with troops leavingz for a road march. in april 1250 a
large-scale Tield exercisc wac held near Biclsko-Biala, with the
artillery roginent varticipating. Unon completion of the exercise
another artillery unit moved through Bielsko-Biala, having about
60 trucks, many of which were towing artillery pjicces.

A unit of about 120 men, generally referred to as an infantry unit,
was quartcered in an old permanent barracks installstion, loczted
about 500 meters east of the sriillery Barracks and tetwecn the
railroad line and the road to Zywiec {(Q 50/X 96).

very spring and fall this unit received recruits who, after six
months basic trainiag, were shioned out for reassignmont. It was
known in iclsko-liala that the recermits werc corrmitted to work in
coal mines upon corpleotion of their basic training. Some of them
vorlce;d ilr:)coal nines at Brzeszcze (2 50/X 99) and Czechowice (R 50/
X 88 ® ( '

The unit was equipped only with small arms, including machine ~uns
with wooden stock and drum magazine, submachine zuns with metal
stock and slishtly curved clip magaszine, and carbines,

The troons wore brownishe-grcen blouses with telt, trousers intended
to be tucked into laced boots and, as headgear, most wore the four~
cornered ‘olish Army cap. Ho details on scrvice colors or incignia
Were Xuowi

Prior to .upust 1750 no Soviet troops were stationed in Fielskow
iala. dnly one officer clad in Soviet uniform and accompanied by
Polish officers was repeatedly seen in the swmer of 1750. It was
rumored that a {ive=story building on »molki Square (formerly Coéthe
Square) was to b: vacated by the civilian residents and was to be
used as a Sovicbt oifficers! billot. The eviction of residents had,
however, not been effected by ~ugust 1950,

| | Comments.
1) obably the 23d Tight trty QRegt of the Gth Inf Div, which was ree

(2)

(3)

W)

paatedly confirmed in riclsko-Piala,

The data on the clacses are correct. They coafirm available infor-
mation on the induction system in oland. Tlowrever, the sorvice tern
vith the artillery is two jcars, the vane as thet of all other
branches of service. = 27-nontil scervice ternm has only boeen introduced
into the KB7 (Corns of Interaanl becurity) and the 0B (Forder Juard
Cogps), Sce Article L2 of the Universal dlitary Law of 4 February
1950,

Probably the Sovieb model 1939 ficld cannon of 76 mm caliber, which
is used in light artillery units. “he calibor stated was hichly

overestinated, The model 1938 figld howitzer of 122 mm caliber, -vhich -

might also le concerned, has a clanting shiclds It is orobtable, hove
ever, thal one hattaliosn of the repiment war equi ped with these
ficld howitzers, which were not obsarved by the informant.,

Possitly one of the labor unitstihat have been freguently obsecrved in
the industrial area.
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